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Micholas Jose: Avenue of EternalPeace (Penguin $12.99).

Western writers have consistently wused €hina as a way of
discovering themsslves. Wally Frith, the central figure in
Nicholas Jose’s latest novel, does the same. A much-studied
and travelled Australian professor of oncolaogy, he has lost his
wife toc his professional enemy, cancer. To recover from his
lass, he goes to China to trace a family +tradition and a
professional lead. But, as he realizes at the end of the novel,
his search has been more personal.

He had come grieving to China, and through all its lavers--

his searching for a treatment, a past, a laost old man, a

lover--had been his quest for Bets, +for a body to wear her

shadaow.
But China refuses to give him what he seeks. His lover, Jin
Juan, refuses his offer of marriage and life in the west,
preferring her integrity and persocnal independence asa Chinese.
He does trace his family past, and meets the professor whaose
research leads he is following, but neither proves as rewarding
as he had hoped. At the end, all he has to look forward to is
"the solid routine of work and science” through which "his grief
waould be turned to loving memory."

Yet, in giving him nothing, China has also given him back
himself. The grief he takes with him is not only the grief he

brought, +for his lost wife. This is now merged, but not lost,



in the larger grisgf for ancther love, and for iLthe peocple of a
country which has betrayed themnm.

For Joses's novel is not just sbout one man, but about China.
In his author’™s aote, he suggests that it is impossible to writs
2 book about Chine, and that he prefers to think of China as the
slement in which his work is plunged. But in being plunged, it
is also changed. A work about human relationships beromnes also a
study of the politics of fresdom and oppression.

Joze overcomes the problem of writing about & foreign
culture by pressnting the Chinese through the sxperisnces of &
visitor trving Lo come to terwms with them as well as with his own
life=. He mizesz wiith others in similasr predicaments, including
not only  sxpatriates but  also Chinese academics, students,
srtists, officials and businsssmen who have besen deracinated by
vears of Maoist ligs sand propaganda. Zome of these are
struggling to find their own volice, otherse have surrendered Lo
the eswptv words of the government behind which they pursue their
own interssis. Thiz present iz glven perspective both by Hallvy’s
recollesctions of his life on three continents and by extracts
from the diary his grandmother kept during her life on a missian
in China during the previous century.

L.anguage plavs & critical role in this book. Jose has a
been sasr for the deadly SXOUSES of bureaucracy,
the brave proclamaitions of protest, and the fumbling words with
which people try to overcowms barrviers of culture and suspicion
g they try to snter intoc honest relationships. He also
recognizes the use of words as a8 defence, a Deoist tactic +for

bending to the wind. This tactic simultanesusly presserves the



integrity of the individual and asbandons hope ftor human control
over our destiny. It is the matter at lssue beltwesen Wally Firth
and the Chinese wasiter frowm whow he hopes to lgarn how Lo
synthesize the truths of sastern and weaiegn medicines. Iinstead,

Hsu Chien Lung reminds hinm that sastern wmedicine has becowme a

freud and western 3 mnere nechanism. Both have lost touch with
the creative imasgination. For Hesw, wisdom is in Lhe recognition
of human limitation. His langusags has achisved the unambigucus

clarity of age. Welly, howsver, continues to believe that wisdow
liss in the pursuit of truth.

Wallv®s personal purswits are entwined with the personal
nuests of those he meets and with the political efforts of the
new generation of China to find a future, to ceese to be
collectively ® 3 wraith haunting a great ruined culture,
consnlables neither in body nor spirit.” Insvitably, their
efforts culminste in & itragedy which {foreshadows the Besijing
massacraes of  June 4 Lthis wyear. In an afterword, Jose
chroniclss the events which led to this historic event. His
novel helps us to understand this and the tragic loss of hops
that it repressnted. In doing S0, it contributes to our
understanding of both the separstensss and the universality of

211 human sxperisnce.



